
From the desk of . . . .

Adrienne Wi l e y, MMTA President

Greetings Members!

For many of us, our private teaching
for this semester is probably done, or
close to being done. I hope that we can
all take some time to rejuvenate not
only ourselves by reading good books,
practicing when we want to, attend-
ing summer workshops on teaching
and related topics, exercise when we
feel like it (not bound to a teaching
schedule), and cook delicious things
(and eat them!), to name a few! For
me, my college schedule of activities
and teaching is at an end, however, my
private teaching will extend into the
last week of May, and then: summer!
Summer will take the form of the
above-mentioned activities, plus, of
course, walking 18 holes with

Cameron on his tournaments. All said
and done, with all the lists of things to
do over the summer, it will be busy!

MTNA Conference: I had a wonder-
ful time attending the Music Teachers
National Conference in Atlanta. I was
able to take in some really great ses-
sions, meet up with old friends, and of
course, meet new people. A number
of teachers from Michigan attended as
well: Mira Boryszczuk, Randy Faber,
Verna Holley, Maria Lonchyna-
L i c h o w s k y, Natalie Matovinovic,
Betsy McCabe, Linette Popoff-Parks,
Catherine Rollin, TJ Lymenstull, Arvi
Sinka, and myself. R e p r e s e n t i n g
Michigan in the MTNA Competitions
was Nick Andragna, Collegiate Brass
Competitions (student of Kenneth
Kroesche), and Wei Shi and Rong Shi,
Senior Piano Duet Competitions (stu-
dents of TJ Lymenstul).  We are very
proud of their efforts! Also, Catherine
Rollin and Randy Faber were presen-
ters at MTNA—they did a GREAT
job!!!

In addition, I had the opportunity to
visit with other members in our East
Central Division and will mention
just a few things that came out of that
meeting. It is interesting to note that
all of the East Central states are re-fig-
uring their annual state conferences.
Many expressed poor attendance, lack

of interest, and one state in particular
was thinking of lowering the cost of
their two-day conference to $105.00!!!!
I think Michigan is doing well with
what we offer at our conferences, and
the very low cost for members to par-
ticipate. Some states are working
towards offering a two-state confer-
ence (i.e., Illinois and Indiana) as a
way to not only attract more members
from either side, but also as an oppor-
tunity to expand their conference
offerings and connect with many more
teachers.     

The National Office of MTNA is
experiencing the reality of the budget
crisis as well. They have eliminated

the Summit for 2009 and reduced
their office staff. They are hopeful that
this will pass quickly and they are
looking at other ways to eliminate
costs that are unnecessary for the
organization.

MMTA: I am really pleased with our
Board! Our April meeting was excit-
ing, communicative, and productive!!

You, the membership, has a great
constituency of members who are
invested in serving MMTA willingly,
giving of their time, and working
towards excellence in our state’s pro-
grams. I am privileged to have a com-
petent board that supports MMTA
and all that we do.  Thank you board
members!

New board members: Eric Van de
Vort is our new web-site manager
(replacing Diana Spitnale Miller), and
Gail Lytle Lira is our new MTNA
Junior Competitions Coordinator!
Thanks to both of these people for
stepping up into important positions!

Fall Conference: Penny Draper is
working diligently and valiantly to
assemble our fall Conference. She is
doing a GREAT job and our
Conference looks really exciting!
Please put these dates on your calendar
and plan to come. Both Midland and
Bay City are hosting this year’s
Conference and are doing a really fine
job of getting things together. You
will find that Bay City is lovely in the
early fall: lots of good shopping, food,
and watching the boats go by (the
hotel, that is). So, put the dates on
your calendar, and come!

Hope everyone has a wonderful sum-
mer filled with activities and events
that will be restful, and also inviting
for personal and professional growth.

Be well!

Warmly,
Adrienne Wiley
MMTA President
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Derek Polischuk, Guest Clinician

Pianist Derek Kealii Polischuk is Assistant Professor
of Piano and Director of Piano Pedagogy at the
Michigan State University College of Music.  An
enthusiastic supporter of the education of young
musicians, he has presented at meetings of piano
teachers in the United States and Canada including
the Music Teachers National Association. He has been
a judge of piano competitions across the Midwest, and
has mentored young students who have become
prizewinners in local and state piano competitions.
Polischuk’s writing can be found in the keyboard
journal Clavier. At Michigan State University, he has
developed a stimulating piano pedagogy curriculum
that is anchored by the teacher-training program
“Pianoissimo” in which piano pedagogy students have
the opportunity to hone their private and group piano
teaching skills while working with underserved
young pianists from the Greater Lansing area. During
summer months, he teaches courses for the Michigan
State University Office of Study Abroad, most recent-
ly in Quebec City.

David Abbott, Guest Clinician

David Abbott joined Albion College as Associate
Professor of Piano in the Fall of 2005. He returned to
the United States after residing for ten years in
Switzerland where he was active both as soloist, col-
laborative artist and teacher. Dr. Abbott was on the
faculty of the Zürich Conservatory of Music where he
taught both piano and chamber music. Previous
positions included the Schaffausen Conservatory of
Music (Switzerland), the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln (co-chair of piano), and the Idyllwild School
of the Arts in California. 

Dr. Abbott taught summer courses in piano and
chamber music for over fifteen years at the Rocky
Ridge Music Center in Estes Park, Colorado. In
2003, he founded the Con Brio Music Festival in
Blonay, Switzerland and returns there each summer
to direct courses in piano and chamber music. Dr.
Abbott was a triple prize-winner in the International
Music Competition in Geneva, Switzerland. He is
passionately interested in historical performance
practice and has worked with renowned fortepianist
Malcolm Bilson. His current recording project is a
CD of both solo piano and chamber music by
Dimitri Shostakovitch.

“People Profiles”
Dear MMTA Readers,

There are many of our membership who willingly
serve on the Board; however, most of us do not come
in daily contact with them, nor do we know and/or
realize what exactly it is that they do for our member-
ship!  I have invited several members from our Board
to write a small segment about who they are, what
they do, and what their responsibilities are for MMTA
at large.  Not only will this assist me in getting to
know everyone better, but I hope that it will also pro-
vide an opportunity for you to hear about what they
do for all of us in many ways!  Read on and enjoy.

Warmly,
Adrienne Wiley
MMTA President

Arvi Sinka, MTNA Collegiate
Competition Chair

Arvi Sinka serves the MMTA as coordinator of the
Young Artist and the Chamber Music sections of the
MTNA competitions, and has presented programs in
most of our chapters as well as at our conferences. He
also serves the MDML as treasurer and as past presi-
dent and is certified as Master Teacher in recognition
of the blend of artistry and pedagogy.

Formerly head of the piano faculty at Bradley
University in Peoria, Illinois, he now maintains a pri-
vate studio in Troy. After having been orchestra
pianist with the Detroit Symphony Orchestra for fif-
teen years, he currently holds that position withthe
Birmingham Bloomfield Symphony Orchestra. He is
a graduate of Oberlin Conservatory and holds a Doctor
of Music degree from Indiana University.
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20th/21st Century Piano Competition
April 25th, 2009

Grand Valley State University

There were monetary prizes for every winner.
The following were the winners:

Elementary Division
Meghan Rhoades, Third Prize, student of Gail Gebhart

Regina Veneklase, Second Prize, student of J. Hyeon Park
Frank Lee, First Prize, student of Millie Bradfield

Intermediate Division
Lauren Bowman, Third Prize, student of Marilyn Slenk

Henry Zhu, Second Prize, student of Shirley Koepke
Matthew Beckman, First Prize, student of Ginette Hallead

Junior Division
Elizabeth Yanoschik, Third Prize, student of Marilyn Slenk

Malechi Kittelmann, Second Prize, student of Dr. Sandra Camp
Stephanie Pestana, First Prize, student of Marilyn Slenk

Senior High Division
Kristin Beckman, Third Prize, student of Dr. Helen Marlais

Peter Xie, Third Prize, student of Dr. Sandra Camp
Eve Panning, Third Prize, student of Joan Conway

Emily Beckman, Second Prize, student of Dr. Helen Marlais
Stephen Komer, First Prize, student of Gail Gebhart

Diana Spitnale Miller,
MMTA Treasurer

Because I am newly elected to this
position, my biography was in the
September 2008 edition of the MMT.
I enjoy numbers and solving puzzles
and have been treasurer for other
organizations. I enjoy the bookkeep-
ing part of teaching.  And once I dis-
covered Sudoku, doing crossword
puzzles became a thing of the past.

As MMTA treasurer, I am a member
of the Executive Board. I receive dues
and registrations from the chairs of
various events. I take care of registra-
tion at the fall Conference. I pay
expenses from vouchers sent to me by
members of the Board of Directors

that include the chairs of the events
we sponsor throughout the year.

I keep itemized accounts of all trans-
actions, presenting statements of
financial affairs to the Board, and sub-
mitting records to an auditor each
year. I keep track of all of this by
using Quicken, Excel, and some
online banking.

There is a lot more to it.  Having just
taken over from our former treasurer
Mildred Muller in December, I
havenít been through a whole year
yet. I have already had some chal-
lenges as I try to do what needs to be
done and greatly appreciate Millieís
advice, her notes, and all she has done
to make things easier.

And, having now been through the
work related to the Student
Achievement Testing, I am still
enjoying it! Weíll see if I can say the
same thing after the Fall Conference.

I also want to take this opportunity to
thank everyone for your cooperation
in maintaining the MMTA website
presence. I have been the webmaster
since 2001. It has been a continual
puzzle waiting to be solved and re-
solved and I have loved almost every
minute. I am thankful my son was
always available when it got too
much. I have learned a lot from him.
While I will greatly miss doing it, I
know that Eric Van De Vort will do
an excellent job.





I AM INTERESTED IN THE
MMTA CERTIFICATION

Name ________________________________

Address________________________________

City_____________________ Zip __________

Instrument ____________________________

Make Check for $5.00 Payable to MMTA.

Send to:
NANCY WELSHMAN
6303 SURREY STREET
PORTAGE, MI 48084
PHONE: (269) 323-7693
E-MAIL: newelshman@charter.net

MMTA Audio/Video Library

MMTA has an extensive video collection
for use by local associations, student

chapters, and individuals. Policies for use
and the Library Listing are on the web-

site in PDF form. It has not been promot-
ed recently. Earlier promotions did not
create usage. If it is not used, it will no

longer be available.

Stulberg International String Competition
Master Classes

with the Juilliard String Quartet

Sunday, February 28, 2010
Kalamazoo, Michigan

Information available at 269.343.2776
www.stulberg.org

Live Auditions
Fee $30

Teacher’s permission and signature is mandatory.
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